
FAQ Technical Issues
How long should my movie be?
We are asking videos to be no more than
a minute long.  But if you have a story you need to
tell that is a little longer, that’s ok. But remember,
all the videos will be put together into a festival, 
so shorter is better!

What should I use to film?
Use the camera on your phone!  Or you could use the camera on your computer or even a regular 
digital camera or go-pro.  Anything that works to record video.

How do I film?

You can make the video yourself, but it’s easier if you can enlist some friends or family to take roles 
like camera person, puppeteer, and the voices of your puppets.

1. Position: record in landscape view (hold your phone sideways/horizontal)

2. Stabilize: If you are using your hands to hold the camera, use both hands to help keep the phone or 
camera steady.  Try leaning against the wall or a table to help reduce camera shake.  If you are record-
ing by yourself, try propping the phone up against some books and reverse the view so that you can 
see what is being filmed.

4. Movement: If you want to add some movement, do so slowly! Fast turns can be dizzying.  

5. Lighting: Best is outdoors on a cloudy day!  If it’s sunny out, find some shade and put the sun to 
your back so owl and fox are lit.  If you’re indoors, try not to stand directly under a ceiling light. In-
stead, have owl and fox face a window.

6. Sound: Find a quiet place to film!  If you have an apple computer, you can download imovie for free 
and edit your movie; sometimes it works better to add dialogue or music AFTER filming in “post-
production”.  But if you want to recrod dialogue while filming, speak clearly, loudly, and not too fast.

7. Zoom:  No zooming.  This will lower the quality of your video.

8. Shooting outside: you may need to give your puppets a stiff backing so they don’t blow or curl in 
the wind; just cut out cardboard in the shape of the puppet and glue it together.

How do I share my video?
If your file is not too big, simply email it as an attachment BY AUGUST 15 to: 
FoxandOwlArlington@gmail.com
You can also use WeTransfer, or MediaFire -- both offer free ways to transfer big files without having 
to register for an account or pay for service.
If you have a YouTube channel or Drop Box, those are also options; email a link.

Thank you for taking the Fox and Owl Challenge!


